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CHAPTER XITL—~CONTINDED

Mo took up Mrs. Dunkirk’s letter,
which bad lain a)l this time unnoticed
on the table st his elbow, and, unfold-
ing the thin blue paper, he glubced at
it speculatively,

“That was my only claim, yot she
ssemed to conslider it sufclent. This
may be merely oy own mistaken Inter-
pretation of her words, however. What
opinion have you formed, Mr, North, an
to the value of this letter us evidence in
oUr casa?!

North prescrved a meditative silence
for & few moments; then he answeped,
alowly:

“I must*say, Mrs. Maynard, thatin
my opinion this letter clearly proves
that Mrs. Dunkirk, aithough not yet

TUE FOOTMAN ENTEERED.

ready to declare the fact, had deter-
mioed to make yvou her heir, on the one
condition that her nlece were never dis-
covered.  Hear hor own words:  “While
I live I must retsin the coptrol of my
property; after | am gone, what motter
to ms who has 117  She would
a8 lief 1t should bo you as enyone
elsa, you see; yes, she would prefer yon,
o the lines further on indicate: *There
is no one that has a greater clalm upon
i than yourself. This claim I feel at
preseot'—the emphasis is my own, but
mark Lhe word., if you please; do they
oot clearly Indicete the writer's chur-
acter?—'at present inclined to recoge
nlze.! Delightfully neutral, charming-
1y non-committal: givieg yon to under-
stand, you see. that, ufter all, she might
changre her mind It gave her asense
of power to keup you in suspense es to
her real intentions; ot the sare time
her purpose remalned wochaoged,
have nodoubt. *Charituble bequests T
do not faver,” Why? ‘I have given
{reely te public and private charities
durlng my lifetime, sud have received
but meager thanks,” Sho was weary of
the ingratitude of the public, She
rensoned, and Indecd she reasoned well,
that §f they gave “‘bLut meager thanks'
while the beneficent donor was living,
and there wos a possibility of still
further gifts when she was gone, and
there would be nnthiog to look for be-
rond the testamentary bequests, she
would receive no thanks nt ofl. No,
nol She wished her fortune to gote
some one who would be grateful for ft;
some ons who could properly value it:
some ons who hnd o reasonable claim
upon her gencrosity: and that person,
of all others in the world, was clearly

pard.”

North had folded Mrs. Dunkirk's let-
ier, reploced it in tho envelope, and
tossed it down on the table again while
he was speaking theso last words, Ile
now rose and stood Idly gpathering up
bis notebook, peneil and papers, s {f
preparing to leavo,

While he was thus engaped the foot-
foon cptered, bearing to Mo Maroard
a small acrap ef paper, which he pre-
pented with an alr of dignifled disdain.

The lady glanced nt the paper for an
instant with a eather blank expression;
then with o sudden gleam of compre-
hension she held it out toward North.,

*This has as much fnterest for you,
perhops, as for mysell, Mr. North,” sha
mald,

“The faquiry was for Mrs, Maynard,”
wentured William,

Yery well, Williams, "
Mayuoard, dismissing him.

By this time North had with a little
curlosity scanned the paper that she
had gixen him, and his ¢xpression waa
evcn more blunkly amazed than hers
had been. It was only a nnme that was
scrawled on the bit of paper that his
fingers held; but that name was Dennis
O'Rellly.

“Dennis O'Reilly? What does thia
mean?" he asked himself in puzsled
speculation.  “In this & mere coinef--
deuce, or am I on the verge of an im-

. poriant discavery?”

Mra. Maynard interrupted his medl-
tations.

“It i the man who claimed to havea
knowledge of Annic Dupont's history,
is it mot, Me. North? ‘The name cor-
talnly seems familiar to me, as if 1 had
heard it recontiy.”

*Why, yes,” answered North. too
much bewildered by this unexpected
turn of events to consider hiv words
very carefully, “he is cortainly the man;
but why does he come here?  And why
should he inquire for you?™

“These are questions that I might
more naturally ask of you.” said Mrs,
Maynard, a little eoldly, nssheregarded
North with a glance of surprise. *Ia
he not acting upon your instructions?
I understond you 1o say, a few daya
ag0, that you had scen this man wnd
had taken measures to gain possession
of his pretended crvidence. IHave you
decided to abandon thaot fovestigation,
in view of our recent disaster in New
York

There was almost the suggestion of a
refined sneor in these last words. lad
North been attendiog to them he would
have detected the subtle sarcasm and
aiwo the desperate pain that forced it
from her; but his mind was at that mo-
ment otherwise absorbed. Mrs, May-
nard’s words had let in » flood of lght
upon the mystery that had boen per-
plexing hlm. Dennis O'Reilly’s ap-
pesrance there was fully sccounted for,

Another singular throw of the dice,”
he to himaeelf, with grim satisfac-
tion, “and, s& ususl, it Is io my favor.
I had actuslly slmost forgotten this
man wWho waa the real cause of my coms
ing to X—, and I Lad no very san-
guine expectations of heing able to find

+him, my efforia in that direction thas

{ar baving totally failed: and behold,

he turms up without an Interrcation or

purpose of mine. all ready to play Noil's

gate right nto my hamded Well,

\

said Mrs,
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»| of shrewd native humor,

4nd indisputably yourself, Mrs. May.

have sowe olslm upon him anyway, in
view of his overtures to j{unter and
Ketchum; and 1f he s trylog toplay s
double gsme, I shall bring bl sharply
0 ookt -

With this refieciion, North turoed to
tuke leave of Mrs. Maynand,

“There must havo been some misun-
dersianding about thls motter, Mrs.
Maynard,* he sald, suavely. *“I cer-
talsly do got wish you to be snnoyed
Ly this person, since | can conduct the
investigation without your direct as
sistance. I will ses the man st onee,
and ascertaln whethenor not he peally
possesics information thut will be wal-
unble to us. I will devote ns much time
ay poselble to this Invertigation and
will eall from time totime to report
progreds; shall 17

The permission was coldly granted,
and North with a bow of furewell with-
drew from the drawing room, curlous
about his coming interview with Dennis
O'Reltly.

CIHAPTER XIV,
King—An hour of quiet shortly shall wa sse;
TN 1hen, fn patience cur provecding be.
—Hamlot

Tio found the man walting In the
hall. He was apparently sbout forty
years of age, short, stout and red-faced
with bristliog red hair and whiskers,
twinkling blue eyen, and an expression
His clothing,
though of eheap quality, was neat and
whole, and he had the gencral sppear-
ance of a thrifty workingman. Not at
all the “seedy™ adrentuver that North
had half expected tn ses,

Ife locked up with a slight degree of
astonishinent, but an nnmistakable rec-
ognition in his round wide-open eyes, as
North approached him; then, bowing
low with his hat in his hupd, he ad-
vanced the plain, indisputable and selt-
evident proposition:

""Well, Miusther North, I've got back.”

North surveyed him eritlcally from
heed to foot for an instant. Then he
put B leading question sbruptly:

"“You are Dennis O'Leilly, ara vou
not?”

“Indade, sorr, 85’ [ am that same,”
edmitted Dennis uith another low bow.

“1}id you wish to see me?”

"Yis, sorT, by yer honor'slave.”

“Why did yqu come here, then, and
inquire for Mrs. Maynard?”

“Sure, an' that was just what yer
honor touid me to do,” protested Den-
nin. “'Twns yersilf, sorr, as_tould me
that yer honor would be out of town
whin T got bock, an’so 1 was to report
mesilf to Misthress Mayoard.”

North nodded slightly at this confir-
mautfon of his own shrewd suspicion;
adding Instantly to Dennis:

*“Where hase you Uven for the last
few Qays? Why dido't you report
sooner?”

“Sooner, s it, sorr? Indade, thin, an'
I've Leen Jist where yor honor sint me,
sorr,” was the evasive reply as Dennis
bogan to eye his questivner somewhat
askance.

*0Oh, comne on!” exclaimed North, sud-
denly taking up hiy hat from the hall
table. I cavnot turn M Maynand's
house into an Inguisition, and the pres-
ent prospeet fathat I shall have to re-
sort to the thummb-screws and rack be-
fore I sneceed in obtalning any satisfoc-
tory Information ™ This last was an
aside, as he hurrfediy drew on hiy
gloves; then to Denonis he added more
inteliigibly: “Come +with me to my
hotel, and we will have a confidential
talk about this matter.”

Nothing loath, Dennia followed-the
geptleman from tie hotse and down the
street at B pace set by North's {m-
paticnce. They dld not exchange an-
other syllable until they were closeted
together in North's roomat the Clement
house; then throwing himself down fn
his fuvorite lounging chair end facing
O'Reilly, who was scated near him,
North returned to the charge.

“Now, O'Reilly, there'san agreement,
o Dlusiness coutrnet between us. Do
you understand that?”

It wwas not clear, from Mr. O'Reilly's
expression of countenanee, that North's
meaning had fully penetrated and per-
meated his intelligence; but notwith-
stunding his alightly Wank look, he

THAT NAME WAS DENNI3 O'REILLY.

gave n prompt and enthusiatic affirma.
tive to this question.

“What do you vnderstand to be the
terms of our agreement?” contlnued
North, determined to know his und
perfectly before he ventured upoB any
personal negotintions with the man,
“Wo've both agreed to do something,
haven't we?”

This at least was within the scope of
Dennis' instant comprehension. His
rudly face gloned as he responded em-
photically:

“Three for yon, sorr. An' it's misiit
as wull kepa wme worrud about that
same,”™

“Of course, Dennis, of course; Yoo
will keep your word and 1shall keep
mine. Now, what was it that you
agreed to do forme? Let us be per-
fectly sore, befors we go any further,
that we understand each other,”

The expediency of this precaution
acemed to recommend itself to Dennds
at onee, and he proeceded to do his ut-
moat toward establishing that desleable
mttnal nnderstanding.

“Wuil, sorr,” he began, looking ro-
flectively at North, "it was all along o
the sthir made about Annle Dupont, an*
thim lawyers in New York puttin’ s
much in the papers about her, an' me
knowin' the wholle what a dals o
throuble had been caused Ly mec own
cousin Patrick O'Gorman's wife; for
whond it be but Ann Murphy herself,
Lefore the praste mnde her Ann 0'Gors
man (bad luck to ma cousin Patrick
when he did that samel) who waa house-
keeper an' me the coschman for tha
misthress an' the swate young leddy as
was Annle Dupont, sorr, an® niver knew
ut!”

The narrative becoming slightly In-

#olved here, North, who had followed it

thus farwith intent look fixed upon the

speakor, interposed.
“l don't underatand what yom are
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talking abont, Dennis,” he sk, » liltle

iagutieatiy, "but | gather from what

L
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you ey n{u you know
shout Autle Dupont. I thisao? |

“Hure, au' haven't I Leen thryin* to
till yer honor that aame?" protested
Dennls, esgorly. "It wea tillin' »
friend sbout It that I s, an* about
thim paphers that contsin all the infor-
wation that thim New York lawyers
are advertlsin’ for, an’ the paphers safe
In Ann O'Gorman's clutchex, bad luck
to her, whin yer honor sthipped up to
meon tho strate an' sez, guict-like: ‘1’1
glve yez fifty dollars, Dinnly, if yez wull
bring thew: paphers to me” An' that's
the lobg an’ short of our azrayment,
sore.”

And Deonls rabbed his hands to-
gether complacently as If satisfied that
%o had now wade the case suMclently
comprehensible even to Mr. North's
wind,

North was regarding Q'Rellly with
close attention, and up to this point he
felt reasonably convinced of the man's
honesty of purpose. If this were true—
this story of which already enough had
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“IXDADE, SORR™

been told fo suggest its remaining de-
tuils—then it seemed quito possible that
he would be able to accomplish the
mission on which, as the representative
of Hunter & Ketchum, he had come to
X— DPEutdid be now hoaestly wish
for this vonsemmation? He had per-
sonal interests that were trembling in
the balance; how would these be of-
{fected by the discovery and
identificstion of Annie Duvont and the
establishment of her legal position as
her aunt's heir? Would she make sn
effort to discover and pursue with all
the penalties of the luw the authors of
that forgery by which it had been at-
tempted to wrest her joheritance from
her? Siwuld he. who held a brother's
good name in kis hand, place it within
her poner to seek this retribution? He
was no longer the champion of Annle

Iupont. ur one moment of passionate
feeling, of desperate temptation, it
secmed to hiro that he eould ruthless]
sweep her from his path, upon whic
she had so suddenly risen with an in-
definable menace, ond shroud in decper
mystery than ever before the fate of
one whose truthful history the world
should vever know.

But with the next moment came a
gwift recoil from thls temptation, n
feeling of wmazement that he shouald
heve entertained such & thought. Ollin
must be shielded i possible, but not at
such a cost as thai. Hather. for Ollin's
salee, 1o undo as far as possible the ter-
rible wrong that he had attempted
This unknown, friendless orpheo, helfr
to a prond name and wealth, though
now Hrirg perhaps in humble obscuris
ty, must be sought out and placed in
possession of ker rightful Inheritznce.

North hod been slowly pacing the
floor while these thoughts were pass-
ing through his mind. Seating himself
now beside Dennis, he continued his In-
quiries.

“Iow long hare ¥you known these
facts about Annie Dupont, Dennis?

“Iver slnce me cousin Patriel tonld
me, at Teddy O'Corrigan’s wake, sorr,”
returned Deonls, after a pause of recol-
lection.

“Iut when was that? I know noth-
ing about Teddy ©O'Corrigan's wake.
Can you not tell me more definitely
than that?”

Dennis reflocted agaln with his face
contorted ay if the effort of memory
were a painful one.

“Indade, thin.," he exclaimed, sudden-
Iy radiant with triumph, “it was soon
after St. Patriel's day, for I remember
that poor Teddy died of a brick-bat in
the hands of one of the byes, which
same was nivir mint for Teddy at all, at
all,but for the blatherin® perliceman that
was makin’ himasilf troublesome to the
byes in the purade”

“St. Tatrick's day?” repeated North.
“Then it is nearly a year slnce Patriek
told yon. Have you talked to enyons
about the matter during this time?"

**Nivir a bit, sorr, tHi the day whin
Fer honor heard me tellin' Jim Nolan
about it.”

“Was that hefore or after you had
written to Hnnter and Ketchnm, of
New York, offering to give them this
information?”

The question was nsked sternly, and
North'a face was equally stern as he
spoke.

Dennis started as if he had been shot,
and his eyes grew rnora round than
ever {n his astonishment and disegng
e was beginning to stammer out som
answer, when Xorth ceolly added:

. “Don't lose your scnses, now, nor sk
tempt to evade my question. I happesg
Lo know sll about that littte offair, and
I wish to know whotn you communds
eated nith first: for it is pretty evident
that you have been accommodnting
enotgh to offer yourselt to both parties
Come, now, to my question ngain, Waa
it befors or after you had written te
Hunter and Ketchum?”

Dennls’ hind not yet recovered from
the confusion into which he had been
thrown on being thua suddenly conm-
fronted with his double-dealing; but he
spawered, humbly:

It was after, yer honor,”

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

Delicate Italian Ringv.

Rings of Italian workmanship are res
markably beautiful, saya the Detrois
Freo Press. Venlce particularly ex-
extled in thisart. In the Londesborough
colloction is & ne specimen.  'The four
elaws of the outer ring, in open work,
support tha setting of asharply poloted
pyramidal dlamond, such as was theo
coveted for wriling on glass. The
shank bears a fanciful resomblance to s
serpent swallowinga bird,of whichonly
the clawas connocting the face remain
Insight. It was with’a similar ring
Raleigh wrote the words on & window
pane: “i'nin wonld I climb, but that )
fear to 1all,” to which Quecn Elizabetk
added: “Ifthy hesrt fail thee, climt
not at uil,” an implied ‘encoursgemen
which led him om to fortune,

Craehs Eaully,
*Tlis voloe haa unususlly £oe timbes
“Yeu—Nbut it's 0¢ brizttle)"=Pucls ]
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= MISCELLANZOUS,

=t¥hen » man comss to time, does It
pot prove that time waits for some
meon?—Texan Yiftings. ...,

—First Moth—“Can [ help you toa
plece of this flaunel shirt?” Second
Moth—"Thunks; but [ have just got up
from s dress soit

=A blt of rcasoming aln mode do
Duinas ageribed to Rossini: “[ dJon't
liko spinach, and it is very fortunate 1
don't, beesust If [ did 1 should eat it,
and [ ean't endaro it =Tid-Bits.

—The lute Cardinal Lavigeric once
visited the Omar mosqure at Jerusalem,
and, contrary to all precedents, was
allowed by the Mohammedan function-
ury in charge to coter without taking
off his shoes. “Cardinal,” sald the
otber, “your fuat are quite as holy as
w'ae."” ,

-1 didn't take any cakes, mamma,”
whimpered Bobby. *Ionly took a lit-
tle cakelet.” “Then T will not give
you a spanking, my son,” sakd his
mamma. placing him gently but fiemly
eross her kaee and reaching for the
cake-turner; Yk will give you a little
spanklet.”

—Lighthouses are now distinguished
by the mariner by color, combinations
of color, or the perfodicity of short
flashes, Capt. Mahan, of the United
Stutes Lighthouse board, has devised
n syatem ¢f aignals given by shutters
over the light, by which cach light
tells its own name or number. and pre-
vents any possible confusion. When
tested ut New Haven last month it
worked admirahly.

—The Hrst warlike measure of the
Americans previous to the hostilities
begun in 18312, was the construction, at
Sack#tt’s Harbor at the castern end of
Lake Onterio, of the brig Oncida, six-
teer guns, by Christlan Berg and Henry
Exkiord She was lannchel in 1809,
and was intended for a two-fold pur-
pose, namely, to enforee the revenue
laws under the Embargo act, and to be
in readiness to defend American prop-
erty atioat on Lake Ontarip in case of
war with Great Dritain.

—In 1621 a flerce conlroversy arose
in England in consequence of a claim
setup Ly the couneil of Plymouth, 2
cowmpany chartered by James I., for the
monopoly of fishing In American seas
Vetween 40-48 degrees of north lati-
tude. This company demanded from
cach vessel fishing in these watersn
tax of abont eighty-three cents per
ton This claim was stoutly resisted.
The house of commons ool part with
the fishermen. snd the contest was con-
tinued fn the ralgn of Charcles L, and
wasone of the canses of the quarrel
Letween him and parliament, which
brought on the eivil war.

—The first settlement of white people
in Vermont was made in 1724 by the
creetion of Fort Dmnter. near the pres-
ent site of Dirattleboro. then supposed
to be in Massachusetts. In the spring
of 1777 the settlers in YVermont peti-
tivned the Continental congress for ad-
m'ssion into the eonfederzey, but Xew
York opposing, the petition was with-
drawn, and ata econvention held the
next year at Windsor o constitution
modeled after that of Pennsylvaniawas
adopted. In 1751 congress offered to
admit Vermont upon terms which the
people would not sgree to. and it re-
mained ontside the Unfon miil March
4, 1741,

' —The fAcmof Tongmans. Green & Co.,
under the same name, dates further
back, it is stated, than agpe eaaor pub-
Nshing house kuown to this genera-
tion, with a single execpiion, and Ly
buying up that one it became the oldest
publishing houseknown The orlginal
Longmans, born in 1683, purchased the
stk of Willlam ‘Faylor, publisher, in
1724, and since then the name of Long-
mans has always stood at the head of
the firm oame, and their headquarters
are still at the sign of the Ship and {he
Black Swan. Paternoster Row. London,
where the house of Tavlor stood at the
time of the purchase by Longmans in
1726, This finn brought out Dr. John-
son s dictionary in 1748, Linlley Mur-
my s grommar at the beginning of the
century, Moore's “Lalla Rookh” In
1820, ad paid Macaulay large royaltics
on his books,

~—Joseph Franeis, the inventor of the
lifebaat, died at Owsego Lake. May 10,
aged ninety-three years. When the
little Joseph was but eleven years of
age he built o smwall bent with cork in
the bosww and stern, which has Dbeen
called the first lifeboat built in Amer-
ica. The unsinkahle rowboats made
by him when Hie was quite a young man
were bought by England, Bussia and
Erasdl.  In 1342, Mr, Franels sneeeeded
in completing his corrugated iron
water-tight car, but It was not until
Joanuary 12, 1850, that its gpreat etficlency
was proved, On that oecasion the Drit-
ish ship Ayrshire came ashore at Squan
Beach, N.J., with 200 souls on board.
The life ear was taken out and made
about forty trips, saving every one,
with the exzaption of & man who at-
tempted . ride on the outside and nas
washed off.  Three years ago Mr. Fran-
cis jvas presented by President Harri-
go0n with the pold mednl which had
been voted to hiin Ly congress.

—The majority of traveling men
sleep head foremnost on a well-ballasted
road and feet forcmost on & road where
the enrs sometimes run on the track
and sometimes on the ties. It is muoch
pleasanter to sleep headfirst, as it
were, because it prevents that swell-
head feeling which results from too
much blood being foreed in the dirce-
tion of the brain. But in ease of an ac-
cident it ix very much pleasanter to
sleep the other way. Xature did net
provide the human neck with as many
joints as that of o giraffe or estrich,
and when o train suddenly comes toa
standstill and the whole foree of the
collision comes on the top of the skull,
the feeling is unpleasant. On the other
hand the knees have 2 kindiy tendenay
to “give” on the occasion of the collis-
ton, and lence, if o man i3 sleeping
feet firat lie is lers liable to accident if
the train stops suddenly.

—More than one-half of all the ol of
peppermint, speanmint and tanay wsed
in the world ix said to be proeured and
disttlled in Michigan. The center of
the industry is St. Joseph county, Pep-
permint plants fo the weight of 15,000
tons when dried are cultivated every
year In the state. From these the es-
sential oils arc distilled. Early in the
spring the roots are planted In furrows
from two to three fect apart. A fow
weeks later the rows méct and cover
the entire ground. In Sepltember the
plants matura, They aro then cov-
arcd with fragrant purple bloasoms,
and the time has arrived for mowing.
After Iying fa the sun to dry they are
maked into heaps and taken to the dis-
tilleries, of which there aro abont 130
in the state. It [s estimated that 350
pounds of drled peppermint plants pro-
duce one pound of cil. The yleld per

acre in 15 pounds of ol Distilled pey-
permint brings from SL%5 to # pur
puvid in the Lome markel
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TEA CULTURE IN AMERICA
Eforts Being Made to Establish' (e Ja-
duatry i the Bonth.

Ten dealers In New York hare once
more been asked to tale an Interest n
tha South Carollna tea-growling cx-
periments.  Commbwsloner of Agriculs
ture LeDue, whe once contributed to
the guyety of nations, was the fiest
person serfously and officlally to urge
the wislom of tea culture in the
United States.  Hoaobtalned seeds, lkad
them distributed from his burenu and
spread broadeast slaborgte instructioss
@itothe best method of currying on
the culture. An expert from the tes
fields of Assam reported that the e
could be grown for fifteen or twenty
cents a pound in North and South Caro-
lina. Ever slnca thers have been peri-
odical efforts to interest tha tea trade
in Amerfcan teas and in spite of dis-
couragements a few experimenters in
South Carolina huve persisted in tea
culture.

‘There i3 no sebject touching®which
the ten tradeof New York is more skep-
tical than the possibility ¢f making tea
culture & profitable industry in the
United States, “The men who sit in
dingy little down-town offices with
small, brass tea kettles about them and
ugly litile teacups stored in cuphoards
that would deive any neat housewife
into hysteries, sinile whenever Amer-
{eun tea is mentioned. ‘I'he skepticism
of the tea dealers results partly from
the fact that they knos 50 much, part-
Iy from the fact they know so little.
The literature of teaculture isa library
in ftsetf. Tokoow the saubjeet is to
spend years in atudy. There ure men
down in the tea trade who can appraise
to a mill the value of o given specimen
of tea, but who use the very names of
teas without a knowledge of their sig-
nitcance. Tea, before its arrival in
market, is to the nverage dealer an ori-
ental mystery. Those who read books
on the subjeet find them full of contra-
dictiona. Some dealers flatly declare
their belief that travelers who, write
upon tea culture in China have never
reached the interior of the country.
A a matter of fact. different
writers upon Chinese tea eulture are of
necessity contradictory, because they
happen to have seen the operations of
different distriets. There are many
ways of ecultivating tea in China, as
there are many of preparcing it for mar-
ket. Tea bricks. for esample, which
are sold by the mitlion pounds all over
Central Asia, never appear in the trade
of the United States.  Should the aver-
ure tea dealer see a close-packedd. dark-
green b¥ek, hard on the surface and
marked in gold with Chinese char-
acters, he would searcely recognize it
as tea. The dealers find that the
oriental plays strange triels with this
market. When one sort of tea has
been a drug on the marlket, next sea-
son the sume tea appears ander u dif-
ferent name.  Young Hyson and Gun-
powder are the wame tea. differently
rolled, and there srea dosen devices
by which the celestial takes advantage
of the occidental world. .

In the face of all the current skepti-
cism as to the Amerivan tea a South
Carolinian, who hns a ten-nere tea gir-
den, recently sent up some of his own
product to be appraised by a firm of
New Yaork tea dealers.  He sent along,
also. a tea piant, which has been exhil-
ited in o dealer's window. The firm to
whom the sample had been contided
fasteel. smelt aml drew the, tea and
after mature deliberation wrote to the
experimenter that all the tests indi.
cated that his tea was worth twenty
centy a p und._ The grower wrote
back to th-—k the dealcrnnd tocxpress
satlsfaction. .hat bis sample conld be
appralsed ut such a rute,

All this makes no great impresston

upont 1the skepticlsm of the ten trode.
Tea that wholesales ot twenty cents o
pound should feteh nbout forty conts u
pound at retall. A fair average im-
ported tea, sueh as is consumed by per-
sons of miaderate means demanding
artieles of good quality, whelesales at
about tuentyfive centsupound. Above
and Lelow that prices have wide range.
Ten dust from Ching wholesales in this
market at from six tocleven cents o
pound. The best of it is drank by the
poor. who pay for it twenty cents a
pound retail. ‘The worst is bought by
druggists and by dealers in whisky.
There 15 an urkind suspicion in the tea
trnde that n good deal of cheap ten
dust goes into sugar-conted pitls of ane
kind or apother, in place of quinine,
orexample. It is well known thata
great deal of tea dust is used o color
new whisky and give it an appearance
of ago.

After the tea dust comes virjous
cheap grailes of .Jepan, Congon. Young
Hyson and Amoy, wholesaling at
twelve or thirteen cents n ponnd. Then
there are other Young Iybons and
Japansand Formosa teas wholesaling
at twenty or twenty-five cents 2 pound.
The Ceylon teas range from fourteen
to forty cents wholesale, with faney
qualitics as high_as cighty conts a
pound. Some of the funey Young Iy-
sons and Formosas whelesale at from
sixty to eighty cents, and a Chicazo
firm has Leen retailing funcy brands as
high as three dollars a pound. Dealors
down-down smile at such prices as this
last and say that there is really no
better tea in this market than some
that may be retniled atone dolar o
pound. Asamatterof fact the finest
China teas do not leave the country and
prolably would not endure transporta-
tion.

The down-town skepties say that
American tea must compete, if at all,
with grades of imported tea somewhat
below medivm quality. They believe
that the thing cannot be done. Climate
and tho cost of labor are both sgainst
it, and the flne art of adulteration is
aiso in favor of the forcign grower.
Indian teas, which have greatly in-
creased in popularity of lnte years, nre
grown with labor that costs from fonr
tosix cents a day. Nobody knowshow
much less may be the price of Jabor in
the heartof the Chinese tea-growing
regions. Labor In South Carolina,
where the tea-growing experiment has
heen most persistently tried, Is any.
where from three to ten times the eost
of labor in Cexlon mnd India, Itug jt
was discovered long ago that much of
the Iabor in tea culture could bo por-
formed Ly machinery and thnat many
of the maniputations to which the Chi-
nese tea producers have ching for cen-
turlfes may be omitted altogother with-
ontdetriment to the product. “The tea-
ﬁrowing experhinenters of South Curo-

na have great hopes from the
npplication of Amecican energy and
inventlon to this ancient employment.
Y. Sun.

A Vital Folnt.

'One question, dear, befora I say yes
to your offer of martisge,” said the Chi-
eagd muiden,

“Ask it, my preclons one.”

“In case of divorze, what allmony do

—a¥s

Fou pay Y —Judg"

SHE CHANGED HER MIND.
A .Ynueg Bride's Aliknapt st Teying W
Decelrs the Fublle.

Sli# 8ot ln the'bare, handsome aparte
ment given over to the use of bridal
couples. and traced the pattern of the
gorgeous carpet with the oint of her
sunshade.  Uuly sixteen hours narrind
amd 1t had come to this! Diele, hee
heeo, who had vowed to love and chers
Ish her had bonged, actually baoged
the door in her fave 0% he wentintothe
oflice, leaving ber to follow or not as
she chose.

“I'1l not stand it,” she sobled. "I'I1
g0 homej to mamma and Dick ean be
free to marry that horrid Mattie Wilson
if he likes and he will like, I'm sure.”

Then she started to hor foot, “No, he
shan't—she shall not have him, I'Ii just
stay, yes, and I'll make him just as
miserable as he makes me. That hor-
rid Wilson girl; I usked her to be bride.
maid on purpose just to make her ca-
vious, and mude her wear plnk, too—
she always did look hideousin pinlk.»

In the street a band was playing
“"Annie Laurie: it took her mind back
to the day when Dlck bhad first told her
that he loved her.

*I thought we would be so happy.”
she sobled, “‘and new——;" the tears
splashed through her fingers, lending
2 new brightness to the new wedding
ring,

“It was such a pretty wedding, too,™
she said aloud: “only Dick was so
nervous that he dropped the ring and
the best man had to stop it with his
foot. Then I eould hear mamma sob-
bing and it made me so nervous that I
responded before the minister was
threugh—I know [ heard Mattic Wil
son snicker.  Well, never mind. it will
be a long titme before she has a chance
to see how norvous it makes one to be
married. "

Sho was smiling now. Hark! was
thata foolstep? She sank back in a
heap, the memory of lier woes had re-
tutped to her, No, the footstep went
om.

“He wouldt not neglect me 5o if ha
really loved me,” she wailed, “They
told me he would change after we were
marrted, but I didn't Lelieve them.
0! Dick, Dickk—" Her handkerchief
was wet now; she mopped her eyes
withit in a languid fashion. A grain
or two of rice was dislodged from the
ruflles of her dres. and fell on thae ¢are
pet.  Her cye fell on it.

“What a lot of rice they ¢id throw,
to be sure,™ she mused, “and the slip-
perl I knew Maldge would do mischief
with it, und sare enough It struck
Diek’s new silk hat and made a great
dent in it."

She walked o the window and
loolted oat. A funeral teain was Pitss-
ing, In the front carriages the nourn-
ers wepts in the last ones they vawned
and lvoled out of the whwmlows, A
witgon loaded with trunks drew up be-
fore the hotel. A queer looking one
met her eye.

“0.” she eried, “there is my trunk
all tied up in white ribbon, liken pack-
agre of bride’s enke—and [ didat want
anyoue o know we were just mar
ried.”

She sank into a chair; a neighvoring
clock struck the hour.

“How he neglects me.” she wailed,
and once more relapsed into tears.
The (door opened wiftls.

“What is it? Are you ilI? crieda
terrified volce.

She sat up cod brashed away the
tears.

*0, Dieke, you don’t love me?

“Not love you! Why, I'd die for
youl”

“But—Dbut you shut the door in my
face and walked away, just asif you
forgot me, and—~"

“Why, my precious. don't you re-
member you told moe to peb as if we
were not just married, and woaldu't
even let tne touch your hand in the
train and-—"

“Was that why you didn't carey my
satchel and why you dida't msleif I
had a headache?

“Why, yes, of course,” ‘

“Ihen. Diek, after this T want yon
to act Just as much lky a bridegroom
as yan wish.”

She was sobbing in his arms now,
and a lang ray of sunshine fell full on
the dazsling wewness of the wedding
ring.—Chicago Tribune,

WILLING TO MAKE A SACRIFICE.

When the Stnimer Dayn Comes This Man
Waon't Ask, «+In it Hot Enough®"

“T'Il tell you what I'm willin® to do,
even if 1t brenks a leg,” said a man on
the rear platform of 2 Wooward Ave-
aue cor to a fellow passenger the other
day. “Allof usorter be willin’ to do
what we can fur each other, no matter
if it does hurt our feclin's or cost a fow
dotlars

"Well, what are you willing to do?™
o Free Press man nsked,

“It'H he awful hot weather bimeby.!

“Yeu M

“ITot ‘nuff to {ry the {ar right cut of
an iron hitehin' post.”

“Perhaps.”

“You'n me will probably meet some
day when things ix jest boilin®. We'll
bo sweatin® and moppin' and gaspin’
fur breath, but I'm willin® to do Lhis.
I you won't ask if it's lhot ’nuff fur
me, I won't ask if it's hot *nuff fur
you. Sece? We both suffer and suffer
and don't say nuthin  I'm no hog.
The man who sizes me up fur one gits
left, You needu't say nuthin’ to no-
bedy about it, but that's just what I'11
do fur you, and I don’t enroe how much
' demaged.

And he took a bottle from his pocket,
held it to his lips until a full-sized
“swig” had time to pass dewn his
throat and restored it, with the remark:

“Yes, durn my hide, I'm willin® to
sacrifice and I don’t want no pruisa fur
it, either. Even if you do ask me if it"s
hot "ouifl fur me, I'll purtend I didn't
hear you and give you 2!l the advan-
tags. Gotto git off? Keep mnm and
wateh fur yours truly about the first
of August. He'll be thar, and he'll
sacrifice."—Detroit Free I'ress,

Freferrad the 01d Style.

A traveler on the Nile lately came
aeross an Ameriean who was in chargo
of u gang of natives cmployed In malk-
ing axcavations. Long lines of taen
were seraping up the earth with their
hands, placing it in bnskets, and then
carrying it on their heads to dump into
the Nile, just as they did in tho days of
Mosgs, "Why do you, an enterprising
American, work in this way? Why
don’y you get shovels and wlheelbars
rows?’ asked tho traveler. I have
shovels nnd wheelbarrows,” replied the
eontractor, “'but the men wili not use
them. Thelr ancestors worked in thia
woy In the days of Rameses, and, in
splts of all” my effurts, they Insist on
working to now, Shovels and wheel-
barrows, or any Iabor saving deviee;
they abwolutely rofuse to touch -

Golden Days.

A DINNER IN NbﬂWAY.

An Ameritan Woman's Yt *» & Mapls
Hergom Home.

Men who write boolks of travel come
monly have more than encugh tosay
sbout bad food and bad cooking—which
weany often nothing worse tham food
snd cookery to which they are not aoe
customed. 1t is doubly plesaant, therds _
fore, 10 find & woman—~who may be pra-
suined to know whereo! she speaks—
pralslng meals prepared after forelgm
fashions, and euten in strange sur-
roundings Mra. Jackson, when in Now
way, found many things todelight her.!
Doubtless, being a reasonable woman,
she Went prepored to find them. One
thing, which marked s “memorable
day,” eras ''a true Norwegian dinner in
s simple Bergen home.”

“‘The carrisge will come for you as
8ix,' the hostess had apid.  Pupctual to :
the hour it came. On the threshold we ¢
were met by the host and hosatesa, both
saying, ‘Welcome." As soon as we took
our seats at table s toast was offered:
“Welcome to the table,’ .

“The mesl was a5 we had requested,
s simple Norweglan dinper., First »
soup, with balls made of chicken; the
meat scraped fine while it is raw; then
pounded to a paste with sresm jn e
marble mortar, the cream added drop
by drop, a8 oll is sdded to salad dress-
ing; this, delicately seasoned, muds
into emall, round balls and cookad in
the boiling soup, bad a delicious flaver,
and s consistency that baffed sll cone
jecture.

“Next came salmon, garnished with
threds of cucumber, and with clear .
melied butter for sauce. Next, chicke
ens stuffed with pgreen parsley and
boiled; with thesa wers brought vege- =
tables, raspberry jam andstawed plumms,

oll deticions

“Next, a light omelet, baled fn a
low, oval tin pen, in which it was
brought to the table. the pan concealed
in a frame of stiff white dimity, with &
broad frill embroidered in red.  Cheess
and many other dishes are served iu
this way in Norway, adorned with pet-
ticvats or frills of cmbroidered white
stuffs.

“With the omelet were eaten cherry
sweetmeats, with which had been
conked rll the kernelsfrom the cracked
stones, giving o rare flavor and rich-
ness to the sirup.  After this nuts, cof-
fee nod cordials.

‘“YYhen the dinner was over the host
and hostess stood In the doorway, one
on either hand; as we passed betseen
them they bowed to each one, sayiog,

‘God be with ron." It s the custom of »
each guest to say, ‘Thanks for the
mealk’

“After dinner our hostess played for
ns Norwegian airs, wild and tender,
and at ten o'clock came Nils and the
ponies to take us home.-~Youth's Com-
vsnion.

Bullorn' Buperstitions.

Tho superstitions of actors wonld 11
8 book and so also would those of sail-
ors. But this, says the Boston Homae
Journal, has nffected the smateur
yachtmen, whe are men of cducation
and who might be expeeted to laugh
at it. Notice the nnmes of crack racera
of late years, and it will be secen thas
the mystio seven has enterod moss
largely inte their selection. In 1801
the '"Adams boys,” gs they are called,
had o boat calied the Bestrix (notice
the seven letters) swhich wes very sne-
cessful.  She wos aliered und renamed |,
tie Harpoon, which, In addition to tha
seven letters, had a lucky on. The
Typhoon had the lucky seven letters
and the lucky oo, nnd was eminently
successful, therefore. Itis nlso Incky
to hove double consonants in the mid-
dle of the namo. The Gossoon, & cut-
ter owned by the Adnms boys, won atl
the races in her class,in 1690, and in a
previous year these same yachtmen
misapelled a word for the salee of gain-
ing the lueky combinntion, and ealled
a boat the Dabbeon.

Nervous Prostration

Ard Dyapepsia in lts
worst form pulled mo
down until I could nok
eatoraleepand felt 10T
Qid not 300n get relief,
Ishould surely dlie,
I began to take Hood's
Sarsaparlla, asd when L
had used threo bottles I
and {ncecased from 125
to 130 pounds, was able

H. . Fowell, to work sgainand felta
thousacd times better. My (rlends are
#iirprised 1o soo such a change. Hood's
Sargaparila 13 o wondertul medicio’
. . POWELL, Blgelow, X, Y.

Hood's Pll)g cure headache, 25¢
o

HOMBIBSS .
.. Ohildren.

THE CHILDRENS' HOME SOCIETY

TAS TROVIDID %

2930 Childran With Homes, in Familles.

Al chfldren reccived vunder thecare of this
Assoclatlon are of SPECIAL PROMISE io Intelil- -
genco and healtl, and are ln age feom one month
to Lwalve years, and ate sent FREE to those ren
colting them, on ninety days trlal, UNLESH »
speclal contract In otherwise made,

Homes are wanted for the following children:

8 BGYS Ages, 10, 8and 4. Brothers, ai) fine,
healthy, sood looks,_Of good parent-
n{re. Brothers, 8and 4 years: English paronts,
blondes. Very promising, 2 years old, blonde,
fine locking, heulthy, Amerlcan; has haed bis
foot '"“"3 traed alks pow O. K. Sl2
ears old, dark haly and eyes, good looking and L
nrelligent, American, .
Iu Biais 136ya and glirle from one month to
threamonths.  One boy baby, hae
fing head and face, black eyes sud hair, tat and
pretty; three montha old.  Send two atainps.
REV.M. 8. V.VAK ARSDALL,

Riom 44, 130 La Salle Sireat, CHICLOO.
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